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ABSTRACT 
 
Taronga, at both sites, has had a meaningful and productive relationship with Indigenous groups and 
people for a long time. Representatives of the local language groups of Cammeraigal and Wiradjuri 
have informed and assisted Taronga Zoo and Taronga Western Plains zoo respectfully. Indeed, for 
over twenty years Taronga has been actively working with Indigenous youth in mentoring and 
engagement programs. As Taronga focus on Indigenous perspective is sharpened it became an 
obvious move that it becomes a central theme and priority area of the new 2022-2225 strategic plan. 
Thus, the priority area of “Commitment to County” was developed and resourced to enable Taronga to 
extend its role in this area. 
 
One of the opportunities to deliver this new focus area is the development of the Taronga’s capital plan, 
including a new and engaging Australian experience. Taronga’s Australia Precinct, on Cammeraigal 
Country, will take guests on a choreographed journey connecting through stories of relationships to 
Country - a rich tradition of integral connectedness for Taronga’s domestic and international guests. 
Delivered through Cultural visual language, audio experience, emotive storytelling, sculptures, 
Indigenous spatial design, signage, live interpretive tours with Indigenous guides fundamentally change 
the way Taronga interacts with and shares engaging Cultural storytelling with zoo guests.  
 
In order to build a deeper and more aligned relationship, the Taronga Aboriginal Advisory Group 
(TAAG), Cammeraigal Country, was developed. This body has been instrumental in lifting Indigenous 
insights and inputs to a new level and playing a key role to the development of a cutting-edge Indigenous 
experience in the new Australia precinct. The TAAG has also driven innovation and change in other 
areas of the business and is informing a language and employment strategy. This presentation will 
highlight – 

• The origins and set up of the TAAG, including the terms of reference and working model 

• How consultation formed an integral part of the planning and development of the Australia 
Precinct, including the architectural design, the delivery of language and cultural content in 
interpretation. 

• Future plans to deliver Taronga’s Commitment to Country, including engagement with wider 
Indigenous bodies and structures and key projects and priorities. 

 
Taronga is very proud of the TAAG and has seen many benefits and positive outcomes already. Along 
the journey there have been a few learnings and insights that might be helpful for other organisations 
ready to deepen their connection with Indigenous people. 
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